Incidence of dehiscence of the facial nerve at surgery for middle ear cholesteatoma.
To identify the incidence of dehiscence of the facial nerve in patients undergoing surgery for cholesteatoma and to describe its relevance with iatrogenic facial nerve injury. This was a retrospective study including 117 tympanoplasties with or without mastoidectomy performed in 49 men and 66 women. The presences of FND after exenteration of disease are 33.3% of total surgical procedures, 33% of the initial procedures, and 37.5% of the revision procedures. The locations of facial nerve dehiscence were 87.2% in only the tympanic segment, 7.7% in only the vertical segment, and 5.1% in both the tympanic and vertical segments. The incidence of facial nerve dehiscence is high (33.3%) in our study. The surgeon should keep in mind that the location of facial nerve dehiscence with cholesteatoma is comparable with the most common area of iatrogenic facial nerve injury during otologic surgery.